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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-61 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) U6± is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 30 July 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-9, 1 1-17, 21 , 22, 25, 28-40, 43, 48-54, 56-58, 60-61 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Fowler. 

Regarding claims 1. 48, 50 . Fowler discloses a system for sensing the 
occupancy of an area, adapted to activate upon sensing the occupancy of the area, and 
to maintain activation when sensing the occupancy of the area, comprising an 
occupancy sensor 100, adapted to activate upon sensing the occupancy of the area, 
and maintain activation when sensing the occupancy of the area, comprising an 
infrared sensor section 103, adapted to passively sense the occupancy of the area, and 
to activate upon sensing the occupancy of the area, and an ultrasonic sensor section 
102, adapted to actively sense the occupancy of the area, and to activate upon sensing 
the occupancy of the area, wherein the occupancy sensor is adapted to activate when 
the infrared sensor section senses occupancy of the area, and to maintain activation 
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when either the infrared sensor section or the ultrasonic sensor section senses 
continuing occupancy of the area (column 5, lines 10-55, col. 19, lines 15-43, col. 9, 
lines 1-15). 

Regarding claims 2, 28, 49, 51 , Fowler discloses a setting element 204 for 
enabling the input of a setting for the activating of the sensor and a self-adjusting 
element 313, 314 for enabling the self-adjusting of the activating setting for the 
activating of the occupancy sensor. 

Regarding claims 3 f 52 , Fowler clearly discloses the occupancy sensor 102, 103 
being adapted to iactivate upon sensing motion in the area. 

Regarding claims 4, 38, 53 . Fowler discloses an element 119, 122 for responding 
to motion varying from a baseline motion so as to require a constant level of such 
motion in order to activate the sensor. 

Regarding claims 5, 39, 54 , Fowler discloses a building automation system relay 
adapted to be connected to the occupancy sensor and a building automation system 
(col. 9, lines 13-15, col. 1, lines 17-41). 

Regarding claims 7, 43, 56 . Fowler discloses an interface 306 for enabling 
manual setting for activation of the sensor. 

Regarding claims 8, 57 , Fowler discloses the sensor being adapted to maintain 
activation when both the infrared sensor section and the ultrasonic sensor section are 
activated (col. 17, line 45- col. 18, line 67). 

Regarding claims 9. 58 , Fowler clearly discloses the system to be connected to a 
system to be controlled thereby. 
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Regarding claims 14, 32, 35 , Fowler discloses an element for detecting a fault in 
the operation and the self-adjusting element being adapted to self-adjust the settings 
responsive to the fault detection (abstract, col. 5, lines 10-60). 

Regarding claims 11, 29, 36, 60 , Fowler discloses a sensitivity setting 316, 317. 

Regarding claims 12, 30, 37, 61 , Fowler discloses a time delay setting 319 (col. 
11, lines 25-32). 

Regarding claims 13, 31 , Fowler discloses the self-adjusting element 313 being 
adapted to self-adjust the settings responsive to real-time adjustment (col. 27, lines 45- 
56). 

Regarding claims 15, 33 , Fowler discloses the system being self-resetting (col. 
10, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 16 , Fowler discloses a filtering element (col. 29, lines 17-64). 

Regarding claims 17, 40 . Fowler discloses a switch interface 306. 

Regarding claim 21 , Fowler discloses a lighting system (col. 1, lines 20-25). 

Regarding claim 22 , Fowler discloses a heating and air conditioning system (col. 
1, lines 20-25, col. 26, lines 20-29). 

Regarding claims 25, 34 , Fowler discloses a zero time delay setting and an 
internal timing function (col. 31, lines 48-50). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 19, 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fowler. 

Regarding claims 19, 44 , Fowler discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 7, and further discloses a toggle switch in column 
24, lines 12-34. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to include a push button interface in the interface 
of the system because it is old and well-known to use a push button to operate an 
interface of a system. 

5. Claims 6, 18, 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fowler in view of Keeter. 

Regarding claims 6, 55 , Fowler discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 2, and further discloses a preset time period, but 
does not disclose an alarm relay, an alarm system, the setting element comprising a 
switch to enable the selection of an alarm mode setting and multiple activations of the 
sensor. Keeter teaches the use of an alarm relay (col. 3, lines 35-65), an alarm system 
(abstract, figures 1-2), a setting element comprising a switch 28 to enable the selection 
of an alarm mode setting and multiple activations of a sensor (see figure 2). It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to include an alarm relay, an alarm system, the setting element comprising a 
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switch to enable the selection of an alarm mode setting and multiple activations of the 
sensor to the system of Fowler as taught by Keeter for the purpose of activating an 
alarm system. 

Regarding claim 18 . Fowler discloses redundant detection testing to avoid false 
alarms (col. 26, lines 45-60, col. 32, lines 10-61, col. 33, lines 10-20). 

6. Claims 10, 23, 24, 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fowler in view of Walden. 

Regarding claims 10. 59 . Fowler discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 1 , and further discloses a switch to enable selection 
of a lighting setting to prevent false activation in a power facility, but does not disclose a 
lighting sweep setting. Walden teaches the use of disclose a lighting sweep system. It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to include a lighting sweep setting to the system of Fowler as 
taught by Walden for the purpose of activating a lighting sweep system. 

Regarding claim 23 . Fowler discloses a setting element 204 having a switch, a 
building automation system relay and a building automation system (col. 9, lines 13-15, 
col. 1, lines 17-41). 

Regarding claim 24 . Fowler discloses a setting element 204 having a switch, an 
output control, and an output control system (col. 9, lines 13-15, col. 1 , lines 17-41). 
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7. Claims 20, 26, 27, 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fowler in view of Boulos. 

Regarding claims 20, 45 , Fowler discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 7, and further discloses the manual activating 
setting 306 and the sensor being automatically deactivated after manual activation (col. 
10, lines 19-23), but does not discloses a time delay setting the manual activating 
setting. Boulos teaches the use of a time delay setting in an manual activating setting 
(col. 10, lines 45-50). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to include a time delay setting the manual 
activating setting to the system of Fowler as taught by Boulos for the purpose of 
automatically deactivate the sensor after manual activation following a time delay. 

Regarding claims 26, 46 , Fowler discloses a grace timer with a preset time grace 
period (col. 24, lines 45-59). 

Regarding claims 27, 47 . Fowler as modified by Boulos discloses all the claimed 
subject matter as set forth above in the rejection of claim 26, but does not discloses an 
automatic-on mode and the system being self-resetting. Boulos further teaches an 
automatic-on mode and the system being self-resetting (col. 10, lines 50-56). It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to include an automatic-on mode and the system being self-resetting to the 
system of Fowler as taught by Boulos for the purpose of automatically turning on the 
lights after manually turning off. 
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8. Claims 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pedtke in view of Keeter 

Regarding claim 41 , Pedtke discloses a system for sensing the occupancy of an 
area, adapted to activate upon sensing the occupancy of the area, and to maintain 
activation when sensing the occupancy of the area, comprising an occupancy sensor 
(passive infrared sensor), adapted to activate upon sensing the occupancy of the area, 
and maintain activation when sensing the occupancy of the area, an alarm relay 60, an 
alarm system, and a preset time period (abstract). Pedtke does not discloses a setting 
element comprising a switch and an alarm mode setting. Keeter teaches the use of a 
setting element comprising a switch 28 and an alarm mode setting (at 28, see figure 2). 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to include a setting element comprising a switch and an alarm 
mode setting to the system of Pedtke as taught by Keeter for the purpose of activating 
an alarm system. 

Regarding claim 42 , Pedtke clearly discloses redundant detection testing so as to 
avoid false alarms. 

Answers to Remarks 


9. 


Applicant's arguments filed on August 13, 2004 have been fully considered. 
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Regarding claims 1-5, 7-9, 11-17, 21, 22, 25, 28-40, 43, 48-54, 56-58, 60-61, 
applicant has argued that Fowler does not include an infrared sensor section which 
alone activates the sensor upon sensing area occupancy and maintains activation when 
either the infrared sensor section or the ultrasonic sensor section senses occupancy of 
the area. This argument is not persuasive. Fowler does include an infrared sensor 
section which alone activates the sensor upon sensing area occupancy and maintains 
activation when either the infrared sensor section or the ultrasonic sensor section 
senses occupancy of the area in column 5, lines 10-55. Applicants attention is directed 
to column 5, lines 1-31 , where Fowler clearly discloses the " at least one occupancy 
sensor" and the " at least one occupancy sensor may be a PI R sensor". It is clearly seen 
that the system of Fowler can use one (or at least one) infrared sensor section which 
alone activates the sensor upon sensing area occupancy and maintains activation when 
either the infrared sensor section or the ultrasonic sensor section senses occupancy of 
the area. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., a separate activation threshold in an individual infrared or an ultrasource sensor 
technologies) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. 
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10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ' Anh V La whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (571 ) 272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). .. /J ^ji^j./f 
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